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ServiceTeam Workers From Dickinson Improve Homes, Tour Guatemala 

Doris, a Guatemalan child, beamed with happiness when she finally met Judy Champa, her sponsor through the GOD'S CHILD Project. 

Champa, who recently led a ServiceTeam of volunteers from Dickinson to Antigua, Guatemala, was able to see where Doris lives and goes to school. 

"I was a little nervous to meet my Godchild, but she was always smiling and very happy," said Champa, who teaches at Trinity High School. 

Doris lives in a typical two-room slum dwelling where the walls are made of thatched bamboo. Tin covers the roof and dirt serves as the floor. 

The ServiceTeam entered the world of the Guatemalan residents to help a family replace the bamboo walls with block and sheet metal, construct a cement latrine, and start work on a floodwall during their 12-day adventure. 

All of the funds for the travel and home building supplies were raised by the volunteers, who included Art and Bev Wanner, Susann Dennis, Shirley Koffler, Jackie Zent, Kris Keller and Lisa Schmidt. Carl Jackson from Dickinson traveled independently to Guatemala through GOD'S CHILD and joined up with them. 

GOD'S CHILD founder
Champa said the GOD'S CHILD Project was founded in 1991 by Patrick Atkinson from Bismarck, ND, whose goal was to get children into school and help them regain their health and dreams. 

The project's theme is "Breaking the Bitter Chains of Poverty Through Education and Formation." Last year, GOD'S CHILD provided education, housing and medical care for more than 700 children. 

The children attend classes in the morning, and are fed lunch before returning home. "You could tell which children were in the program. They were well fed and had better clothes," Champa said. 

The volunteers worked on a home where eight children lived. Many of the families are dysfunctional, with the father being absent and the older children taking care of their siblings. A simple lunch of tortillas may be the only meal of the day. 

Despite their poverty, Champa said the people always had a smile on their face. 

Program volunteers, who primarily serve as social workers and educators, teach parents about nutrition and how to keep their families as healthy as possible despite their poverty. They also prioritize families where the ServiceTeams can make the most difference. 

Working and touring
The team dedicated four days to work, and four days to touring the country. They saw the Pacific Ocean and Lake Atítlan, shopped at an open-air market and visited Mayan ruins. "I loved the work and the touring," said Champa. 

Champa is preparing a slide presentation that will be available to interested groups. She is also willing to arrange another ServiceTeam trip if enough interest is shown. 

Carl Jackson, a college student from Dickinson, ND, chose Nancy, 8, as his Godchild while visiting a project center. They became great friends during his short stay in the country. 

Jackson said the experience helped him appreciate the little things Americans take for granted. "It made me thankful to live in the United States," he said, adding "I loved every minute there. I'm looking forward to going back." 

Susann Dennis of Belfield also met her Godchild, Marvin, while she was in Guatemala. She filled her suitcase with clothing and treats to give him during the visit. "We had so much fun," she said. 

Dennis, who helped build a home and work on a floodwall, was impressed by the beauty of the country. "It's absolutely gorgeous," she said, adding "The children don't have anything, but they are so content and happy with what they do have." 

She was glad to have toured the country, but enjoyed the work even more. 

Lisa Schmidt, a Dickinson State University student, said she enrolled because, "for my entire life, I have had everything I've wanted. This was an opportunity to give back a little bit of what I've received." 

She recalled an incident at the marketplace, where a little boy was crying on the street. She gave him a bottle of bubbles. "He went nuts. He started squealing with delight. That made his day." 

Another time, she purchased some fingernail polish and was painting the nails of the little girls. The boys and older women also stood in line. "It was so cute. It was adorable," she said. 

Making a difference
Art Wanner, who works for Job Service, and his wife saw the GOD´S CHILD Project as an opportunity to do something different in life and to, hopefully, make a difference. 

"I think we started toward that, but it would be nice to go back and spend more time," he said. 

"We lived with host families. We got to see the real Guatemala, not the tourist-trap Guatemala." 

"It was amazing to see young kids in dire situations always smiling and focusing on the positive side and not the negative," he said. 

The children were hungry, but they never cried. "We virtually never saw any people with excess pounds on them," he observed. 

The Wanners are considering becoming a GOD'S CHILD sponsor. "I've got a picture at home of two little girls with baskets on their heads. That's the kind of picture that really grabs you." 

He said the families whose children are enrolled through the GOD'S CHILD Project have a little edge because the project tries to help them. 

So much left to do
Wanner said that on the day of their arrival at a family's home site, neighborhood kids who don't go to school, came to watch and help out. 

At lunch time, the youngest girl in a family of seven, Mercedes, created a barrier of stones at their gate and pushed the kids out. 

"It was terrible eyeing them along the wall, hoping to get some of the scraps," he said. 

"Where do you draw the line? There's so much to do and yet we realized we can't help everybody. It was very difficult." 

"We all have an opportunity to take a look at our own lives, and to see how we can make a difference. That's the lesson you learn." 

"Come visit the children of The GOD'S CHILD Project at www.godschild.org." 

The GOD'S CHILD Project
PO Box 1573
Bismarck, ND 58502-1573
(701) 255-7956
godschld@btinet.net
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