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GROUP GIVES $150,000 TO GOD'S CHILD
Friday, May 31, 1996

Dreamer Ministries of Plano, Texas, has announced that it will donate $150,000 to God’s Child, the Bismarck-based charity.

Peter Miller, spokesman for Dreamer Ministries, announced the gift Thursday, saying, "The GOD'S CHILD Project and in particular, Patrick Atkinson, stole our hearts."

Atkinson, a Bismarck native, is the founder and executive director of The GOD'S CHILD Project, a children’s education project located in Antigua, Guatemala, which has gathered strong local support from churches and individuals.

Dreamer Ministries’ donation is for a designated land purchase. The purchase will launch the construction of the Dreamer Center, a health and education facility to be built by The GOD'S CHILD Project on the edge of the San Felipe slum in Antigua. 

Miller said the group visited Guatemala in 1993 and again in 1995 and was very impressed. 

"We found The GOD'S CHILD Project to be pure, something we couldn’t find in any other program," Miller said. "The project offers incentives for the children to become proud, productive citizens who will pass on future opportunities to others, as opposed to the many ‘handout charities’ we’ve seen through the years." 

The group was most struck by the fact that Atkinson is an unpaid volunteer who has worked in developing Third World nations for more than 12 years. "He does what he does because of his love for the poor," Miller said. 

Dreamer Ministries called God’s Child a model program that can be used around the world. 

The Dreamer Center in Antigua will become the Central American home and permanent base for the project. Atkinson became aware of the need for a center in 1994, he said, when Guatemalan rent soared and the number of children cared for by the program surpassed 500. "Prayers and hard work" were put behind the wish for a permanent home, he said. 

Last summer, Bismarck developer William Clairmont donated construction tools and scaffolding. This January, Rotary International service clubs offered to build an educational center for the children. A no-interest land purchase loan was offered to the project. 

Still, the project had no way to pay off a loan when it came due. After long discussion with the Bismarck-based Board of Directors, "we decided it was obvious that there was something special behind these development," Atkinson said, "so we signed the contract, purchased the land, and knew that someone would be inspired to step forward and help the children." 

Eight weeks later, Miller informed the project that Dreamer Ministries had decided to donate the $150,000 needed to pay off the loan. 

The Dreamer Center will have a clinic, nutrition center, workshops, an education center, volunteer quarters, a hygiene center, child activity center, administrative offices, and an interdenominational chapel. 

The educational center will be a gift of The Helen and Michael Walsh family of Bismarck. 

Other buildings will be constructed as gifts and funds become available, Atkinson said. 

For more information on God’s Child or the Dreamer Center, contact Evan Beauchamp at 519 North Raymond Street, Bismarck, 701-255-7956 or E-mail to: godschld@btinet.net 
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