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Callow helps to build a home 

Fulfilling her long-time dream to do development work in a third world country, Pitman resident Kathy Callow recently helped build a home for a poor Guatemalan family through The GOD’S CHILD Project, a Bismarck, ND,-based charity.  She had plenty of help.  Among the 28 who made the journey was her only child, Mark, who at age five was the youngest volunteer for the 12-day assignment. 

An environmental engineer for the consulting firm Greeley & Hansen in Philadelphia, Callow read a brochure about The GOD’S CHILD Project six years ago and decided that one day she wanted to go to a third world country as a volunteer.  In the meantime, Callow began sponsoring a child in Antigua, Guatemala, through the same program three years ago. 

GOD’S CHILD is a non-profit charity headed by Patrick Atkinson and based in Bismarck, ND.  The largest project of its kind in Central America, it currently pays the school costs for more than 1,000 poor children to attend 87 schools.  About 80 percent of the children who begin in the program graduate from high school and half continue to college on money donated to The GOD’S CHILD Project for the poorest of the poor.  Many of these children have become doctors and lawyers. 

A native of upstate New York, Callow is a 1987 agricultural/engineering graduate of Cornell University in Ithaca, NY.  She took a job in Philadelphia upon graduation and has been in the Delaware Valley since, the last three and a half years in Pitman.  Her husband, John Callow, Jr., died of brain cancer three years ago. 

When she discovered last fall volunteer teams were being formed to go to Guatemala to build homes for poor families, she volunteered for the Feb. 21 – Mar 4 journey accompanied by her son, a kindergarten student at Walls School in Pitman who has had some interesting stories to tell his classmates.  GOD’S CHILD does not fund the volunteers’ trips.  Callow spent $ 2,000 out of pocket so that she and her son could go with a predominately North Dakota-based group. 

The 28 volunteers were divided into six teams with each assigned to build one 10 ft x 14 ft home in various slums surrounding Antigua, with project staff assisting on each home.  The volunteers lived with native host families. 

“Our work days started around 9 a.m. and finished by 4:30 or 5 p.m.,” Callow says.  “Each was built to have a concrete floor, some sort of paneled wall, and a formal roof.  The houses we built wouldn’t be much be standards in this country.  But they’re a lot better than dirt floors, cornstalk walls, and tin roofs.” 

Mark, the youngest volunteer by nine years (a 14 year old North Dakota boy on his own), did his share too; helping paint walls, carry water for mixing concrete and being an all-around valuable gopher. 

Callow’s team built a home for a family of eight, including five children, ages 2 – 17 and their grandmother. 

“They were very appreciative of our efforts to help them,” Callow said.  “When we started, it seemed they were all kind of shy, but by the end of the week there were hugs all around.  One of the Guatemalan girls made thank-you cards for us.  The grandmother made tortillas for us.” 

As a bonus during her visit, Callow was able to meet the 12-year-old girl she sponsors, Maria Leticia, spending about an hour and a half with Maria and her mother.  It was an emotional experience for the Pitman woman, who will continue her sponsorship indefinitely. 

This was not the first time Callow has been able to go into the field to help the poor, but it was the first time out of the United States. 

When she was in high school, she traveled to West Virginia to help build and repair houses in poor areas. 

Callow’s studies in Mexico one semester while attending Cornell also paid dividends on the Central America trip.  She is fluent in Spanish and spent the 12 days conversing with the Guatemalans in their native language and routinely translating for the other volunteers. 

Other trip highlights included the volunteers distributing suitcases full of clothing and medical supplies the day they arrived and helping dedicate an educational building at The GOD’S CHILD Project’s Dreamer Center headquarters. 

Callow said the experience was an eye-opener for her. 

“It made me very appreciative of everything we have in this country and I no longer take for granted the access we have to school, or clean water, even our electricity.  It’s amazing, when you think about it, that only about a third of the children who live there go past sixth grade.” 

It probably won’t be Callow’s last trip to help the poor in Guatemala.  “I think I’d do it again.” 

For more information about the program, contact The GOD’S CHILD Project, PO Box 1573, Bismarck, ND, 58502-1573 or phone 701-255-7956 or email godschld@btinet.net. 
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